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Padua Students Win Youth in Philanthropy Award 

PARMA, Ohio – (November 5, 2018) Padua Franciscan High School students were honored with the 
prestigious AFP Youth in Philanthropy Award presented at the Greater Cleveland National Philanthropy Day, 
November 2, 2018 at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel. This was the 34th annual celebration of philanthropy in 
Cleveland, presented by the Association of Fundraising Professionals. The award is given to young people who 
are making a difference in the community through direct financial support, development of charitable programs, 
volunteering and leadership in philanthropy.  
 
Padua students were recognized for their outstanding support to the community through Christmas for Others 
(CFO). Every Christmas, the students at Padua, under the direction of Key Club, join together to raise money, 
collect toys, books and food in order to bring a joyful holiday season to those in need. This 46-year tradition is 
the largest student-run fundraising effort in Northeast Ohio. Since its inception, Padua has raised more than 
$500,000 for non-profits and families in need.  
 
The Association of Fundraising Professionals celebrated the Giving Hearts of Northeast Ohio with honors in six 
categories presented in front of an audience of more than 500 Cleveland philanthropists, non-profit 
organizations, guests and other award recipients. Padua was honored, along with Dr. Alfred F. Connors, Jr., & 
Dr. Mildred Lam, MetroHealth System, outstanding philanthropists; Arcelor Mittal, corporate leadership; The 
Abington Foundation, foundation leadership; James Cahoon, MetroHealth Foundation outstanding fundraising 
volunteer; and Bruce Loessin, Case Western Reserve University outstanding fundraising professional. 
 
 
For further information, contact Rachel DeGirolamo at 440.845.2444 ext. 112 or at 
rdegirolamo@PaduaFranciscan.com.  
                                                ### 
 
 
School Background: Padua Franciscan High School is located at 6740 State Road in Parma, Ohio. Padua is a 
college-preparatory, co-educational school with 800 students. Padua was founded by Franciscans in 1961 and 
bases its educational philosophy on the life and spirituality of Saint Francis of Assisi. The school’s mission is to 
develop the unique talents of each student, while giving them the skills they need to succeed in college and 
beyond.  
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